Jorinde Voigt   I   Scores

Ausstellung: 22. Juli – 26. August 2006

Öffnungszeiten: Di. -  Sa. 12 – 18 Uhr


Jorinde Voigt’s works are notations and compositions recording events or simulating fictive events: meticulously detailed or rather timed-to-the-second staging of entropy and its arrow clusters. Methods of new music, such as the use of patterns and random systems can also be found in the graphic structures of her works. The sublime is combined with the trivial. As a starting point for her drawings, the artist sets various parameters from which compositions emerge. These are usually things with a symbolic character within society: eagles, pop songs, electricity, BMWs, kisses etc. are registered in generally additive formations and related to one another by presenting information concerning their speed, distance, temporal sequence and duration. Often these set-ups lead to orchestrated destruction. The artist employs a sublimated aesthetic means of representation. The drawing demonstrates and abstracts, and it may be intellectually realised as instructions for action.
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„Top 10 Popsongs / 55 Adler, Strom, Var. II“

Jorinde Voigt, 2006

Tinte auf Papier / Ink on Paper

18 x 26 cm, Unikat
Short Description

Various elements are dealt with in the drawings; for example pop songs, cars, types of aeroplanes, crashes, eagles, electricity.

Each of these is registered as a four-part sequence of action, which usually behaves in an additive or otherwise proportional way and is precisely described by fixing its speed, direction, duration, height and temperature.

In the scores, the apparatuses described are linked to one another; at some specific point, one element’s sequence of action either triggers, stops or disturbs that of another.

The drawings are a form of notation something between a musical score, a choreographic score and a storyboard. They create a written framework of composition in order to prompt the imagination. The focus lies on a musical structuring of perception. At the same time, however, visual objects are also registered as elements that lend rhythm to the situations. 

Pop Songs

Jorinde Voigt uses commercial love songs as a recurrent element; these are employed as a consumable, collectively accessible element for the storage of private emotionality.

Pop Songs – Bar by Bar

In music, bar is a term used to signify a given number of beats of a given duration, usually identical with the basic rhythm. (Wikipedia)
The notation of the pop songs is made according to bars, because the bar serves as a fundamental, noted/conceived/sensed framework for all real music. The individual bar stands for the smallest rhythmic unit in music; the rhythm of a piece of music is defined by the bar.
The Top 10 to Top 80 pop songs are written down in the score in the following way: 

Below one another:

Title 1: 1st bar, 

Title 2: 1st + 2nd bar, 

Title 3: 1st + 2nd + 3rd bar, …

And one behind the other:

Title 1: 1st bar, title 2: 1st + 2nd bar, title 3: 1st + 2nd + 3rd bar, …

The “frames” that emerge from this notational method actually lead to a structure that can be programmed by means of the computer. Fed with the current Top 100, this produces a concrete sound – which alters slightly each time the list is brought up to date – the highest titles having little influence on it, the lowest titles far more.

Eagle

The eagle stands for every characteristic of the eagle. The notation “eagle” stands for this complexity.

Symbolic, mythological, heraldic, biological. The eagle also stands for an idea that is shared by a community.

As a symbol, the eagle is a variously charged concept. It is one of the most popular heraldic animals; symbolically it stands for immortality, courage, far-sightedness and power. In mythology, the Greeks associated the eagle with Zeus, the Romans with Jupiter, and the Germans with Odin. In our society, however, it is omnipresent as the Federal Eagle. A total of 13 countries have chosen the eagle as a national symbol. 

In German-speaking areas, the word eagle is a trivial term for large, impressive birds of prey. Reference to a bird of prey as an eagle is historical in origin and usually refers to large, noble-looking (“edel”) species with a broad wing-span. (Wikipedia)

In the score, an eagle sets out with every bar and describes a space with its flight path. The start of all the eagles is simultaneous, but their flight is directed towards a target line that has been laid out in a linear fashion. The flock of eagles thus re-sorts itself in mid flight, altering from a non-linear situation into a temporally linear situation. The overlaps emerging in this way display a similarity with the shape of flying eagles.

Electricity

In some drawings, electricity is an element that structures the flight of the eagle. Electricity is noted down in the colloquial sense, as a flow of electrons - in other words, as electric current; the transfer of electrical energy. The notation adopts the appearance of electric cables or of power lines. 

The aspects taken up by the notation “electricity” are the electronic network permeating our civilisation and society’s dependence on this provision of energy as an integral component of culture.
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“Top 15 Pop Songs/120 Eagles, Top 30 Pop Songs/465 Eagles, Black BMWs (125-155 km/h), 10 Airbus A380,

 Helicopter (255-310km/h), Boeing 747(420-465km/h), Electricity”

2006, ink on paper, unique work, 88 x 123 cm
Typical Aeroplane Types / Air Space

Airbus A380, helicopter, Boeing 747 are written down with the speeds corresponding to each machine. Airbus A380 stands for the largest European aeroplane; helicopters - with a speed of 255 to 310 km/h - are employed by the police for surveillance of urban areas; the Boeing 747 is the most popular American passenger plane. 

In the score, these machines start in the North – South direction. In this way, a volume of air is described, with a precisely defined speed as well as congruently decreasing and increasing speed.

Black BMWs

The black BMWs stand for motion over the earth’s surface. At the same time, a “black BMW” is a classic car type, a highly charged symbol, and – in a similar way to the pop songs – it conveys a specific idea of quality and identity for a collective group and makes this consumable.

Rhythm / Repetition / Variation

The elements of repetition, doubling, variation, reflection are examined as a theme in every work by Jorinde Voigt. These aspects permeate all areas of perception, from the heartbeat to mutation and evolution, from contemplative processes to suggestion. 

Score / Choreography / Film Script 

First and foremost, the method of notation facilitates a framework, within which it is possible to imagine things. If one were to read the drawings as pure film scripts, musical or choreographic scores, their realisation would soon fail in real time. Far more, it is a matter of increasing the potential of the associations linked to each element.

The elements eagle, pop song, electricity etc. are dealt with in a “social” relationship to one another, and a concrete spatial constellation is thus described. The way in which this space is actually perceived depends on the associative memory of the person who is looking at it.

Jorinde Voigt, July 2006
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